What Every Police Officer’s Daughter Should Know
You tell everyone,
that your dad is your hero. 
He leaves early in the morning
to go out and save the day. 
To keep people safe. 

As you get older,
you’ll understand that his job
is a little dangerous. 
But he is still your hero. 

You get a call that he will be home late
so he can protect a city from a riot. 
You’ll watch the news to make sure he is still okay
as rioters throw things at the men and women 
dressed in the same uniform your dad left in. 
Even though he gets home three hours late,
[bookmark: _Int_a1zMOFtH]he is still your hero. 

You’ll watch from your car in the school parking lot
as he walks into your high school
with a gun in his hand.
Even though you don’t understand why he would risk his life for kids he doesn’t know,
[bookmark: _Int_5eZsRaPd]he is still your hero. 

But then, you will begin to understand what the news lady is reporting
on the 10 o’clock news. 
Now he isn’t a hero to others. 
The reporter is painting him
as the big bad wolf.
He woke up in the morning,
and wanted to destroy everything in his path.
He sharpened his claws
preparing to hurt people. 
He grew fangs
ready to dismantle communities. 
And the viewers believe her. 

Now,
you can’t tell people 
that your dad is your hero
because some won’t agree,
and you can’t handle the backlash. 
You will see the social media posts 
calling him a pig. 
They will chant
F 12
and they hope he dies
in the most painful way.  
You wish your dad was a mailman,
Or a teacher
Or anything else. 

You wish they could be a fly on your wall so they could see
how worried he was during your first ER visit. 
Or how he listens
to all your boy problems
and offers you a tissue 
when you can’t stop crying. 
Or how much he loves to wear 
your team logo on a t-shirt
every chance he gets. 

But they never will
because they only see who they think he is
on the television screen and social media. 

However, 
Your dad is a hero. 
And all he wants
is to come home
to you. 

